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President Trump arrives Thursday to speak at a briefing with his coronavirus task force at the White House. In his remarks, he repeatedly 
referred to the novel coronavirus as “the Chinese virus,” a phrase that critics have said is racist and puts Asian Americans at risk. 


Fate of outbreak in 
hands of 328 million 


Experts say what comes next in U.S. hinges 
on government, institutions — and each of us 


BY WILLIAM WAN, 
JOEL ACHENBACH, 
CAROLYN Y. JOHNSON 
AND BEN GUARINO 


When Jason Christie, chief of 
pulmonary medicine at Penn 
Medicine, got projections on how 
many coronavirus patients might 
soon be flocking to his Philadel- 
phia hospital, he said he felt physi- 
cally ill. 

“My front-line providers — 
were speaking about it in the situ- 
ation report that night, and their 
voices cracked,’ Christie said 


Wednesday. They saw how quickly 
the surge would overwhelm the 
system, forcing doctors to make 
impossible choices — which pa- 
tients would get ventilators and 
beds, and which would die. 

“They were terrified,’ Christie 
said. “And that was the best-case 
scenario.” 

Experts around the country 
have been churning out model 
after model — marshaling every 
tool from math, medicine, science 
and history — to try to predict the 
coming chaos unleashed by the 

SEE LOOK AHEAD ON A7 


In Trump’s printed remarks, the word “Corona” was crossed out 
before “Virus” and replaced with “Chinese.” When he delivered 
that part of the statement, though, he said only “the virus.” 


STATE DEPT. WARNS AGAINST WORLD TRAVEL 


Italy’s death toll from virus surpasses China’s 


BY KATIE ZEZIMA, 
JOHN HUDSON, 
COLBY ITKOWITZ 
AND NICK MIROFF 


The U.S. State Department on 
Thursday warned Americans not 
to travel internationally and ad- 
vised those remaining abroad to 
shelter in place, as much of the 
United States and Europe contin- 
ued to shut down to stem the 
worsening global spread of the 
coronavirus. 

The directive came as Italy hita 
grim milestone in the outbreak, 
with the number of deaths linked 
to the coronavirus — 3,405 — sur- 
passing those in China, where the 
virus first flared. Italy, which has 
one of the world’s oldest popula- 
tions, has reported more than 
2,000 dead during the past week 
as it has tried to institute a nation- 
al lockdown. 

Italian army trucks were mov- 
ing coffins into some of the hard- 
est-hit towns in the country’s 
north. They include Bergamo, 
where funeral facilities have been 
overwhelmed in recent days. The 


number of people infected with 
covid-19, the disease the virus 
causes, has rapidly increased in 
Europe, with more than 10,000 
cases now in France and 17,000 in 
Spain, which announced the clo- 
sure of all its hotels Thursday. 

The number of confirmed cases 
in the United States has doubled 
in two days, with more than 
13,000 reported as of Thursday. 
The rise was attributed in part to 
an increase in testing, and offi- 
cials said the number of cases 
across the country will continue 
to rise sharply as more results 
become available. Deborah Birx, 
the White House coronavirus re- 
sponse coordinator, said that as 
much more testing becomes avail- 
able, the number of confirmed 
cases will soar. 

“We will see the number of 
people diagnosed dramatically in- 
crease in the next four to five 
days,” she said. “It will be five to six 
days’ worth of tests being run in 
24 to 48 hours. So our curves will 
not be stable until sometime next 
week.” 

SEE CORONAVIRUS ON A9 


Senate panel’s chair sold stocks 
after minimizing threat to U.S. 


BY MICHELLE YE HEE LEE 
AND JOHN WAGNER 


Senate Intelligence Commit- 
tee Chairman Richard Burr 
(R-N.C.), who had expressed con- 
fidence in the country’s pre- 
paredness for the coronavirus 
outbreak, sold a significant share 
of his stocks last month, accord- 
ing to public disclosures. 

The sales included stocks in 
some of the industries that have 
been hardest hit by the global 
pandemic, including hotels and 
restaurants, shipping, drug man- 
ufacturing, and health care, re- 
cords show. 

Until about a week ago, Presi- 
dent Trump and GOP leaders had 
projected optimism in the coun- 
try’s ability to manage the global 
outbreak of the coronavirus. 

As head of the powerful Intel- 
ligence Committee, Burr report- 
edly was receiving daily briefings 
on the threat of the virus. In 


mid-February, he sold 33 stocks 
held by him and his spouse, 
estimated at between $628,033 
and $1.72 million, Senate finan- 
cial disclosures show. It was the 
largest number of stocks he had 
sold in one day since at least 
2016, records show. The Feb. 13 
stock sales were first reported by 
the Center for Responsive Poli- 
tics. 

Then, at a Feb. 27 luncheon, 
Burr compared the potential im- 
pact of the novel coronavirus to 
the deadly 1918 flu pandemic. 
His remarks at the private event 
were obtained by NPR and aired 
Thursday. 

His remarks prompted scruti- 
ny over whether Burr had offered 
a more frank warning at a Capi- 
tol Hill event sponsored by North 
Carolina business leaders than 
he and his colleagues were shar- 
ing more broadly. 

“There’s one thing I can tell 

SEE BURR ON A20 


After CPAC scare grazed Trump, 
no health agency took charge 


BY AARON C. DAVIS 
AND ERIN Cox 


The New Jersey doctor with 
flu-like symptoms had quickly 
become the patient. With a labo- 
ratory-confirmed case of covid- 
19, he was whisked away to 
isolation and asked the questions 
that experts knew were essential 
to slowing the spread of the novel 
coronavirus in its first weeks in 
the United States: Where have 
you been, and with whom have 
you been in contact? 

The doctor had just spent 
three days in a Maryland suburb 
of the nation’s capital, from 
Feb. 26 to Feb. 29, where he paid 
for exclusive access to VIPs at the 
annual Conservative Political Ac- 


More coverage 
Digging in: Trump continued to 
deflect criticism, blaming China. A4 


VIPs: Celebrities’ quick access to 
testing highlighted inequities. A6 
South Asia: The region could 
become the next hot spot. A14 


Stimulus: GOP senators released 
their proposed package. A17 


Layoffs: Service industry workers 
were among the first to go. B1 


How the rich react: The affluent 
have always tried to buy safety. C1 


tion Conference. He had snapped 
selfies with Republican members 
of Congress. He had attended 
invitation-only meals with Re- 
publican megadonors. And he 
had shaken hands with CPAC’s 
leader, who the following day 
glad-handed President Trump as 
he took the stage. 

But after interviewing the man 
by phone as he lay in a hospital 
bed in New Jersey, asking about 
his contacts and travel, state 
health officials there announced 
March 7 that they would monitor 
only a handful of people, includ- 
ing the doctor’s immediate fami- 
ly members, for signs of the 
infection. Officials warned no 
CPAC attendees that they were 
particularly at risk, according to 
statements and interviews. 

The next day, however, mem- 
bers of Congress began revealing 
that they not only had encoun- 
tered the 55-year-old doctor but 
had also spent time with him. 
One said he and several staff 
members had “sustained” con- 
tact with the doctor. Another had 
held the doctor’s phone to take 
pictures. Five lawmakers in all 
announced they would self-quar- 
antine, and Trump faced ques- 
tions about possible secondhand 
exposure. 

With the U.S. response having 
catapulted into a new phase of 
large-scale commercial shut- 

SEE CPAC ON All 


Millions of grandparents are caretakers. 
Now, they find themselves at high risk. 


BY TARA BAHRAMPOUR 
AND SAMANTHA SCHMIDT 


Cassandra Gentry, 68, has 
lupus and takes medications 
that suppress her immune sys- 
tem. She is also raising two 
grandchildren, and she’s been 
especially worried since Mon- 
day, when a pharmacist hand- 
ed her medications to her and 
urged her to lie low: As an older 
person with underlying health 
conditions, she is at high risk of 
dying of the novel coronavirus 
if she contracts it. 

“Tt seems like it’s targeted at 
the older generation,” said the 
District resident, who lives 
with her 9-year-old grand- 
daughter, whose father died a 
few years ago, and her 14-year- 
old grandson, whom Gentry 
has raised since infancy. 

As the coronavirus ravages 
the world, older people and 
those with health problems are 
being warned to self-isolate to 
avoid catching the virus that 
causes covid-19, which is ex- 
ceptionally lethal for them. 
Children, on the other hand, 
are believed to be less seriously 
affected but may play a major 
role in spreading the virus. And 
so, like millions of grandpar- 
ents across the United States 
who are primary or critical 
caretakers for their grandchil- 


dren, Gentry faces a quandary: 
Caring for herself is at odds 
with caring for them. 

And it raises a horrible ques- 
tion. 

“If something happens to 
us,” she said, “what happens to 
our children?” 

More than 6 million chil- 
dren in the United States live 
with a grandparent, and about 
2.4 million live in a household 
headed by grandparents with- 
out a birth parent in the home, 


SAMANTHA SCHMIDT/THE WASHINGTON POST 


Cassandra Gentry, 68, is highly vulnerable to infection because 
she has lupus. She is also raising two grandchildren, including 
her 9-year-old granddaughter, Jada Harris. 


according to Generations Unit- 
ed, a national organization 
that advocates for multigener- 
ational families. 

One in four children under 5 
are looked after by grandpar- 
ents while parents work or 
attend school, according to a 
report based on data from the 
2010 Census. 

And many of these families 
have relied on now-shuttered 
school systems to provide both 

SEE GRANDPARENTS ON A20 


Tracking phones 
to curb virus, 
Israel provokes 
a privacy fight 


BY STEVE HENDRIX 
AND RUTH EGLASH 


JERUSALEM — Four hundred Is- 
raelis looked at their cellphones 
Wednesday night and discovered 
just how closely their government 
is keeping tabs on them during the 
coronavirus crisis. 

The country’s Health Ministry 
had sent tailored text alerts telling 
citizens that a digital review of 
their movements showed they had 
been in proximity to a person 
known to have tested positive for 
the virus. 

It was not just an advisory. The 
text also delivered an instant quar- 
antine order, in keeping with ever- 
tightening restrictions dictated by 
the Israeli government. “You must 
immediately go into isolation [for 
14 days] to protect your relatives 
and the public,” the notice said. 

Israelis who have tested posi- 
tive also received messages in- 
forming them that their cellphone 
data would now be used to warn 
others who may have been ex- 
posed to them, according to a 
statement from the Health Minis- 
try. 

The recipients of these messag- 
es had not signed up for the track- 
ing system. No one can opt out. 

SEE ISRAEL ON A15 
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